the diversity of plant communities. The response of a herd that meanders through such a patchy environment is to develop selective, opportunist behaviour (C6zilly et al, 1991, Acta Ecologica, 12, 683-696) .
How does the herder respond to such behaviour? Rather than trying to inhibit this selective behaviour (by regularly providing the most high quality feed), he tries to identify trends in order to be able to influence the behaviour in a way that ensures both animal performances objectives and farm resources sustainability (Meuret, 1993, Etu et Rech SAD, 27, 
